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Badge Name: The Birdwatcher - Budding Skills Badge

Overview: This badge introduces young learners to the world of birdwatching through hands-on activities that develop their observation skills, knowledge of common birds, and appreciation for nature.

Learning Objectives:
· Learners will be able to identify several common British garden birds.
· Learners will be able to describe basic bird characteristics (size, colour, behaviour).
· Learners will develop their observation and listening skills.
· Learners will understand the importance of respecting and protecting birds and their habitats.

Activities:
· Spot the Bird: Learners use a simple identification sheet to spot and identify common garden birds, developing their visual recognition skills. This activity introduces them to the names and key features of local birds.
· Build a Bird Cafe: Learners create a simple bird feeder from recycled materials, learning about practical skills and providing a food source for birds. This activity encourages care for wildlife and provides opportunities for ongoing observation.
· Bird Song Search: Learners focus on listening to birdsong and try to match the sounds to the birds they have seen, developing their auditory identification skills. This activity enhances their awareness of the sounds of nature.
· Feather Hunt: Learners search for and examine feathers, learning about their structure and purpose. This activity encourages exploration and introduces basic scientific observation.
· Bird Watch Diary: Learners record their bird observations in a simple diary, developing their observation and recording skills. This activity encourages focused observation and reflection on what they have seen.
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