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Badge Name: The Birdwatcher - Expert Skills Badge

Overview: This badge delves into more advanced aspects of birdwatching and ornithology, focusing on refining identification skills, understanding survey techniques, exploring the scientific research behind bird ringing, investigating conservation issues, and applying ecological knowledge to garden design.

Learning Objectives:
· Learners will be able to identify birds using subtle cues like flight patterns, calls, and habitat.
· Learners will understand and apply different bird survey methodologies.
· Learners will understand the purpose and ethical considerations of bird ringing.
· Learners will be able to analyse bird conservation issues and propose solutions.
· Learners will be able to design a garden that provides suitable habitat for a variety of bird species.

Activities:
· Advanced Bird ID: Learners refine their identification skills using high-quality binoculars and advanced field guides, focusing on subtle cues like flight patterns and calls. This activity challenges learners to identify birds in more complex situations and introduces the concept of rare and migratory species.
· Bird Survey Techniques: Learners learn and apply formal bird survey methodologies, developing skills in data collection, recording, and basic analysis. This activity provides a practical understanding of how bird populations are monitored for scientific and conservation purposes.
· Bird Ringing Research: Learners explore the scientific practice of bird ringing, its purpose in ornithological research, and the ethical considerations involved. This activity provides a deeper understanding of how scientists study bird populations and migration.
· Bird Conservation Issues: Learners investigate the various threats facing bird populations globally and specifically in the UK, focusing on the causes and conservation efforts. This activity encourages critical thinking about environmental issues and the role of humans in protecting biodiversity.
· Designing a Bird-Friendly Garden: Learners apply their knowledge of bird ecology to design a garden that provides suitable habitat for a variety of bird species. This activity combines practical design skills with ecological understanding and encourages creative problem-solving in a real-world context.
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