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Badge Name: The Botanist - Budding Skills Badge

Overall Goal: To introduce young learners to the basic concepts of plant life, fostering an appreciation for nature and developing early scientific observation skills.

Learning Objectives:
· Understand that seeds grow into plants.
· Identify basic plant parts (roots, shoots, leaves, flowers).
· Recognise the basic needs of plants (water, warmth/sunlight).
· Develop observation and recording skills.

Activities:
1. Seed Sprouting: Learners sprout seeds in a jar or on a damp paper towel and observe the germination process, noting the emergence of roots and shoots. This activity demonstrates the beginning of a plant's life cycle and the importance of water for germination.
2. Plant Part Hunt: Learners go on a nature walk to collect different plant parts (leaves, flowers, twigs) and learn to identify and label them. This activity helps learners recognise the variety of plant forms and understand the different functions of plant parts.
3. Flower Dissection: Learners carefully take apart a simple flower and identify its key parts (petals, sepals, stamen, pistil). This activity provides a hands-on introduction to flower anatomy and the role of flowers in plant reproduction.
4. Leaf Rubbings: Learners create rubbings of different leaves using crayons and paper, comparing the shapes and textures. This activity develops observation skills and helps learners appreciate the diversity of leaf forms.
5. Plant a Mini Garden: Learners plant easy-to-grow seeds in small pots or containers and care for them by watering and providing sunlight. This activity reinforces the basic needs of plants and allows learners to observe plant growth over time, connecting their learning to practical experience.

This badge provides a foundation for future botanical studies and encourages a lifelong appreciation for the natural world.
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